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Ibarwicb  pox t Sanitary  Butborit\\ 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Harwich  Port  Sanitary 

Authority. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1925. 

The  health  of  the  Port  continues  to  be  excellent,  and  no  infectious 
disease  of  any  serious  nature  has  had  to  be  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

The  trade  of  the  Port  in  food  stuffs  has  maintained  its  high  level, 
in  spite  of  considerable  reduction  in  the  amount  of  bacon  imported  from 
Denmark.  This  reduction  is  accounted  for  by  the  prolonged  strike  in 
Denmark,  which  lasted  from  May  18th  to  June  7th. 

The  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  which  came  into  operation 
on  the  1st  day  of  April,  1925,  has  led  to  considerable  improvement  both 
in  the  handling  and  transport  of  meat.  The  L.  & N.E.  Railway  have, 
very  willingly,  carried  out  any  suggestions  as  to  improvements  made 
by  our  Chief  Food  Inspector. 

The  amount  of  perishable  goods  (fruit,  etc.)  carried  by  the  Train 
Ferry  during  the  year  has  proved  disappointing.  This  may  be  partly 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  last  year  was  a very  bad  year  for  fruit.  The 
opening  of  a large  abattoir  at  Zeebrugge  is  expected  to  add  to  the  quatity 
of  fresh  meat  imported  by  this  route. 

The  number  of  Aliens  entering  the  Port  during  the  year  shows  a 
slight  decrease  on  last  year,  but  is  still  maintained  at  a high  level. 

The  L.  & N.E.  Railway  have  during  the  year  started  a daily  service 
of  boats  from  the  Hook  of  Holland  and  the  United  Shipping  Company 
a daily  service,  except  on  Mondays,  from  Esbjerg.  The  increased 
facilities  for  travel  which  these  new  services  afford  should  add  to  the 
number  of  passengers  entering  and  leaving  the  Port  in  the  future. 

The  health  and  general  condition  of  aliens  of  all  nationalities  who 
enter  the  Port  is  exceptionally  good,  and  it  is  only  necessary  to  refuse 
leave  to  land  on  medical  grounds  on  rare  occasions.  The  knowledge, 
which  is  general,  that  an  alien  who  wishes  to  reside  in  the  country  for 
any  length  of  time  has  to  submit  to  a rigorous  medical  examination,  very 
probably  acts  as  a deterrent  and  prevents  undesirable  people  from 
attempting  to  enter  the  Port. 

The  number  of  coastwise  vessels  and  small  trading  steamers,  barges, 
etc.,  arriving  at  the  Port  remains  fairly  constant  from  year  to  year. 
They  give  rise  to  no  trouble,  and  their  sanitary  condition  and  accommoda- 
tion for  crews  has  always  been  satisfactory. 

Fortunately  the  number  of  rats  discovered  on  board  the  ships  entering 
the  Port  is  very  small,  and  no  exceptional  measures  for  dealing  with  them 
have  had  to  be  carried  out. 

Mr.  Brookes,  our  chief  food  inspector,  continues  to  give  very  thorough 
and  efficient  service,  with  the  satisfactory  help  of  his  two  assistants. 

Mr.  Bell  has  again  been  a capable  and  efficient  Sanitary  Inspector. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  FORD  PORTER, 

Medical  Officer  to  the  Port  of  Harwich. 
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JURISDICTION  OF  THE  PORT  OF  HARWICH. 

By  a general  order  dated  30th  June,  1899,  and  Section  II.,  the  limits 
of  Jurisdiction  of  the  Port  are  given  as  follows  : — Article  10.  “ The 

jurisdiction  of  the  said  Port  Sanitary  Authority  shall  extend  to  the 
whole  of  the  Customs  Port  of  Harwich,  except  so  much  as  lies  to  the 
sea-ward  of  a straight  line  drawn  from  the  most  southerly  point  of  Land- 
guard  Point  to  the  sea-ward  extremity  of  the  southern  boundary  of  the 
Borough  of  Harwich,  and  with  that  exception  the  area  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  said  Port  Sanitary  Authority  shall  include  the  waters  of 
the  said  Port,  and  all  docks,  basins,  harbours,  creeks,  rivers,  channels, 
bays,  roads  and  streams  within  the  said  Port,  and  the  place  or  places, 
which  may  from  time  to  time  be  appointed  as  the  Customs  Boarding 
Station  or  Stations,  for  the  said  Port,  and  the  place  or  places  for  the 
time  being  appointed  for  the  mooring,  or  anchoring  of  the  ships  for  the 
said  Port,  under  any  regulations  for  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of 
diseases  issued  under  the  authority  of  the  Statutes  in  that  behalf,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  any  such  Regulations  as  aforesaid  shall  also  extend 
to  any  ship  which,  in  pursuance  thereof,  or  of  any  directions  given  here- 
under, shall  be  moored  or  anchored  at  the  place  appointed  thereunder 
as  foresaid,  or  which  shall  be  on  its  way  thither.”  This  district  extends 
to  a straight  line  from  Shotley  Spit  Buoy  to  Flagboro  Cliff  at  the  mouth 
of  the  River  Orwell,  also  to  Tidal  waters  in  the  River  Stour,  which  includes 
Mis  tie  y Quay. 


ACCOMMODATION  FOR  VESSELS. 

Parkeston  Quay. 

The  chief  accommodation  for  vessels  is  at  Parkeston  Quay. 

This  is  situated  a little  over  a mile  from  the  mouth  of  the  River. 
It  is  4,400  feet  in  length,  and  can  receive  11  boats  of  an  average  length  of 
400  ft.  At  High  Tide  it  can  berth  ships  drawing  a draught  of  26  feet 
of  water. 

The  L.  & N.E.  Rly.,  and  the  United  Shipping  Co.  Ltd.,  disembark 
their  passengers  and  discharge  their  cargo  at  this  Quay. 

Mistley  Quay. 

This  is  a small  Quay  situated  some  miles  up  the  River  Stour.  It 
can  give  berth  to  vessels  up  to  150  feet  in  length,  14  feet  draught,  and  600 
tons  burden.  This  Quay  is  used  mainly  by  sprit  sail  barges  carrying 
cargo  for  the  use  of  Messrs.  Free  & Rodwell’s  malting  works  situated  on 
the  Quay. 

Felixstowe  Dock. 

This  is  a small  Dock  situated  close  to  the  entrance  to  the  harbour, 
which  gives  accommodation  to  vessels  of  450  feet  in  length,  23  feet 
draught,  8,000  tons  burden.  It  is  mainly  used  for  the  breaking  up  of 
obsolete  war  vessels. 


Continental  Pier,  Harwich. 

This  is  a small  Quay,  situate  at  the  entrance  to  the  Harbour,  which 
gives  accommodation  to  vessels  of  18  feet  draught  of  water,  and  from  800 
to  1,000  tons  burden. 
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A number  of  small  steam-boats  from  the  Continent  and  Channel 
Islands  discharge  cargoes  of  broken  granite  at  this  Pier.  Vessels 
belonging  to  Trinity  House,  London,  are  berthed  here,  and  the  steam- 
launches  belonging  to  H.M.  Navy  use  it  for  landing  purposes. 

Train  Ferry. 

This  service  was  opened  for  traffic  on  the  25th  April,  1924,  and  has 
been  running  constantly  ever  since.  For  further  particulars  as  to  goods 
carried,  etc.,  see  Food  Inspector’s  report. 

Harwich  Steamboat  Pier. 

This  is  a small  Pier — the  property  of  the  L.  &.  N.E.  Rly.,  used  by 
small  steam  and  motor-boats  engaged  in  passenger  service  between 
Harwich,  Ipswich,  Felixstowe,  and  Shotley.  It  has  no  facilities  for 
berthing  vessels  of  the  mercantile  marine. 

TRADE  OF  THE  PORT. 

The  trade  of  the  Port  consists  of  general  cargo  of  all  kinds,  and 
includes  a large  quantity  of  foodstuffs.  A summary  of  the  main  imports 
and  exports  is  given  in  the  following  list  : — 


Imports. 
In  Transit . 


Embroidery  and  Needlework. 
Fancy  Goods. 

Feathers  (ornamental). 

Fish  (all  kinds). 

Flowers  (artificial). 

Fruit  (raw,  all  kinds). 

Glass  Manufactures. 

Glue,  Size  and  Gelatine. 

Hops. 

Ivory  Teeth  (Elephants,  etc.). 
Leather. 

Leather  manufactures  (except 
Boots  and  Shoes,  Leather 
Belting). 

Gloves. 

Linen  manufactures. 
Machinery. 

Margarine. 

Meat. 

Bacon. 

Beef  (fresh). 

Pork  (fresh). 

Rabbits. 

Offal  (fresh  and  salted). 
Metals  and  Ores. 

Brass  manufactures. 

Iron  and  Steel. 

Zinc. 

Milk,  condensed. 


Musical  Instruments. 

Oilcloth. 

Painters’  colours. 

Paper,  including  straw-board. 
Plants. 

Prints. 

Drugs  (all  kinds). 

Dyestuffs. 

Eggs. 

Silk. 

Shrain  and  Spun  Silk  Yarn. 
Skins  and  Furs. 

Manufactures  of  Skins  and  Furs. 
Spirits  (perfum  o). 

Sugar  (refined). 

Tobacco. 

Toys  and  Games. 

Vegetables  (raw). 

Wine. 

Wood,  sawn. 

Wood  manufactures. 

House  Frames,  joiners’  work. 
Furniture. 

Woollen  Yarn  (all  kinds). 
Worsted  manufactures. 

Yeast. 

Poultry  and  Game. 

Animals,  Horses. 

Apparel. 
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Imports — continued. 

Arms  and  Ammunition. 
Basketware. 

Bead  Trimmings. 

Books,  printed. 

Boots  and  Shoes,  Leather,  etc. 
Butter. 

Buttons. 

Cheese. 

China  and  Earthenware. 


Clocks. 

Cocoa  and  Chocolate. 

Corn,  Grain,  etc. 

Barley. 

Maize. 

Cotton  manufactures. 

Dyes  obtained  from  Coal-tar. 
Electrical  goods  and  apparatus 


Exports. 
In  Transit. 


Animals,  living. 

Apparel. 

Arms  and  Ammunition. 

Naval  Stores. 

Beer  and  Ale. 

Biscuits  and  Cakes. 

Books. 

Boots  and  Shoes. 

Carriages,  all  sorts. 

Chemical  & chemical  preparations. 
Tin,  in  blocks,  ingots,  bars  & slabs. 
Musical  Instruments. 

Piassava  Fibre. 

Fish,  Herrings. 

Grease,  Tallow  and  Animal  Fat. 
Haberdashery. 

Hardware. 

Hats. 

Leather,  raw  and  manufactured. 
Machinery. 

Furs  (all  kinds). 

Spirits,  Rum,  etc. 

Sponge. 

Tea. 

Wine. 

Wool. 

Woollen  manufactures. 

Carpets  and  Rugs. 

Stationery. 

Bristles. 

Feather  Ornaments. 


Fruit  (raw). 

Gum  (all  sorts). 

Hair  (horse). 

Hides  (raw). 

Implements,  Tools. 

Ivory,  Teeth,  elephants. 

Leather. 

Machinery. 

Margarine. 

Metals. 

Cotton-yarn. 

Cotton  manufactures. 

Pictures  and  Drawings. 

Plaiting  of  Straw. 

Scientific  Instrumentsand  Apparatus. 
Millinery. 

Shells  (all  kinds). 

Silk. 

Broad  stuffs. 

Skins. 

Brass. 

Painters’  Colours. 

Paper. 

Provisions. 

Seeds  (all  sorts). 

Silk,  yarn. 

Silk  manufactures. 

Toys  and  Games. 

Furniture. 

Indigo. 


PILOTAGE. 

All  ships  arriving  at  the  Port  of  Harwich  and  which  come  from  any 
Port  situated  between  the  River  Elbe  and  the  Port  of  Brest,  may  enter 
Port  without  a Pilot.  Any  ship  coming  from  a Port  outside  this  area 
is  compelled  to  take  on  board  a British  Pilot  before  entering  the  Port. 
All  local  Pilots  have  full  instructions  as  to  the  procedure  to  be  adopted 
when  a case  of  doubtful  infectious  disease  is  reported  to  them.,  and  the 
situation  of  the  Quarantine  Station  in  the  Harbour  is  known  to  them  all. 
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QUARANTINE  STATION. 

The  Boarding  Station  is  indicated  on  the  map  accompanying  this 
Report.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  a line  drawn  from  Flagborough 
•Cliff  to  the  River  Steamers,  Harwich,  and  on  the  south  by  a line  drawn 
from  Martello  Tower  to  the  Coast  Guard  Station,  Harwich. 

IMPORTATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

As  the  majority  of  the  ships  which  enter  the  Port  consist  of  the 
regular  passenger  steamers  running  between  Harwich,  Belgium,  Denmark 
and  Holland,  the  danger  of  introducing  infectious  disease  from  abroad 
is  very  remote.  All  the  passengers  on  these  ships  are  medically  inspected 
and  the  ships  themselves  periodically  examined.  A cook  on  board  one 
of  the  Danish  packet  boats  was  discovered  during  the  summer  suffering 
from  chicken  pox.  He  was  allowed  to  proceed  home  and  instructions 
were  given  for  the  thorough  disinfection  of  his  cabin,  etc. 

No  other  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurred  during  the  year. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Ipswich  Borough  Council 
for  the  latter  to  take  over  all  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  brought  into  the 
Port  of  Harwich. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  VESSELS. 

During  the  year  676  inspections  have  been  made  on  all  classes  of 
shipping  in  the  Port.  Six  hundred  and  eighteen  of  these  inspections 
were  made  on  the  L.  & N.E.  Rly.  steamers  and!  those  belonging  to  the 
United  Shipping  Co.  Ltd.,  of  Denmark,  which  carry  on  a regular  service 
between  the  Port  and  Belgium,  Denmark  and  Holland.  All  these 
steamers  are  of  modern  construction  and  are  kept  in  very  good  condition. 
They  have  an  average  crew  of  40  hands.  There  is  ample  accommodation 
for  passengers  and  crew  with  the  necessary  conveniences.  All  the 
vessels  arrived  with  “ Clean  Bills  of  Health.” 

A few  minor  defects — such  as  a leaky  deck,  a defective  ventilator, 
and  damaged  w.c.,  have  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  proper  authority 
and  promptly  rectified. 

Eight  inspections  were  made  of  foreign  vessels  arriving  from  outside 
the  area  enclosed  by  the  North  of  the  Elbe  and  South  of  Brest.  These 
vessels  were  of  Norwegian,  German  and  Swedish  nationality,  and  came 
from  Cape  Colony,  San  Francisco,  Sweden  and  Finland.  They  all 
arrived  with  “ Clean  Bills  of  Health,”  and  the  accommodation  for  the 
crews  and  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  ships  in  general  was  satisfactory. 

A certain  number  of  small  home-trading  vessels  carrying  a crew 
of  eight  or  ten  men  and  bringing  cargoes  of  broken  granite  from  Belgium, 
France  and  the  Channel  Islands,  have  been  inspected.  Apart  from  a 
few  minor  defects  their  sanitary  condition  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

In  addition  to  the  ships  already  mentioned,  the  Port  Inspector  reports 
58  inspections  of  coast-wise  vessels.  These  include  colliers,  barges, 
and  steam-tugs.  The  sanitary  condition  of  these  vessels  was  found  to 
be  satisfactory. 
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FORM  A. 

Amount  of  Shipping  Entering  the  Port  Sanitary  District  During 

the  Year  1925. 


Number  inspected. 

Nu  mer. 

Tonnage. 

By  the 
Medical 
Officer  of 
Health. 

By  the 
Sanitary 
Inspector 

Number 
reported 
to  be 
Dfective. 

Number 
of  Orders 
issued. 

' Steamers  . . 

1,746 

1,543,616 

194 

618 

11 

6 

Motor 

34 

49,921 

— 

— 





Foreign 

Sailing 

5 

410 

2 

2 

— • 

— 

* Fishing 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Foreign  . . 

1,785 

1,593,947 

196 

620 

11 

6 

' Steamers  . . 

82 

21,124 

11 

32 

4 

2 

Motor 

67 

3,328 

— 

4 

— 



Coastwise  • 

Sailing 

473 

26,531 

5 

18 

1 

1 

^Fishing 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

Total 

Coastwise  . . 

622 

50,983 

16 

56 

6 

4 

Total  Foreign  and 
Coastwise 

2,407 

1,644,930 

212 

676 

17 

10 

FORM  B. 

Rats  Destroyed  in  1925. 
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MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  ALIENS. 

The  number  of  Aliens  arriving  at  the  Port  of  Harwich  is  consider- 
able. With  the  exception  of  Dover,  no  other  Port  in  the  Kingdom 
receives  so  many.  There  are  regular  passengers’  services  between 

(1)  Harwich  and  the  Hook  of  Holland. 

(2)  Harwich  and  Antwerp. 

(3)  Harwich  and  Denmark  (Esbjerg). 

The  passanger  steamers  running  between  Harwich  and  the  Hook 
of  Holland  and  Antwerp  belong  to  the  L.  & N.E.Rly.  They  arrive  each 
morning  in  the  week  (except  on  Monday  morning),  those  from  Antwerp 
at  5.30  a.m.,  and  those  from  the  Hook  of  Holland  at  6 a.m.  All  the 
passengers  are  clear  as  a rule  by  7 a.m. 

The  passenger  steamers  running  between  Harwich  and  Esbjerg  belong 
to  the  United  Shipping  Co.  Ltd.,  Denmark.  They  arrive  on  six  days 
in  the  week,  generally  in  the  afternoon  from  4 p.m.  till  midnight, 
according  to  the  state  of  the  weather.  During  the  summer  there  is, 
in  addition  to  the  above,  one  L.  & N.E.Rly.  steamer  running  between 
Harwich  and  Zeebrugge  on  3 days  in  the  week,  including  Monday.  This 
steamer  arrives  at  5.30  a.m.  The  majority  of  Alien  passengers  who 
arrive  at  the  Port  are  subject  to  a medical  inspection  during  the  time 
they  are  being  dealt  with  by  the  Immigration  Officers.  All  those  Aliens  who 
intend  to  make  a stay  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  three  months  or  more 
are  more  carefully  examined  in  the  Medical  Inspection  Room  before 
being  allowed  to  proceed.  An  exception  is  made  to  this  rule,  however, 
in  the  case  of  Alien  residents  returning  from  a short  stay  abroad,  and 
those  Aliens  who  have  been  admitted  previously  with  a Ministry  of 
Labour  permit  and  have  returned  home  for  a short  period.  In  addition 
to  the  above  any  Alien  passenger  and  all  Transmigrants  coming  from 
a known  or  likely  to  be  infected  area,  are  carefully  inspected  to  prevent 
the  importation  of  infectious  disease.  Any  doubtfur  case  which  does 
not  come  under  the  above  grouping,  transferred  for  an  opinion  by  the 
Chief  Immigration  Officer,  is  always  carefully  examined.  The  great 
majority  of  Alien  passengers  passing  through  the  Port  are  regular  business 
men  coming  to  and  from  Belgium,  Denmark,  Holland  and  Sweden,  and 
give  rise  to  no  anxiety  from  the  medical  inspection  point  of  view. 
During  the  summer  there  is  a large  influx  of  visitors,  mainly  consisting 
of  American  tourists  of  good  class  and  of  obviously  sound  health.  The 
Alien  Immigrants  who  intend  to  say  for  three  months  or  more  generally 
consists  of  those  who  have  obtained  a Ministry  of  Labour  permit.  They 
are  practically  all  of  good  type  and  in  good  health.  Many  of  them  are 
domestic  servants — others  are  clerks  or  men  coming  to  the  United 
Kingdom  to  do  special  work,  or  to  learn  special  trades  and  some  to 
study  language  or  to  go  to  school.  There  has  been  a considerable  reduction 
in  the  number  of  transmigrants  admitted  to  the  Port  during  the  year — 
the  result  of  the  increased  stringency  of  the  United  States  Immigration 
regulations.  Those  which  have  been  admitted  have  caused  no  anxiety 
from  the  point  of  view  of  medical  inspection,  and  it  was  not  found  neces- 
sary to  transfer  any  of  them  to  the  Disinfection  Station  for  the  purpose  of 
cleansing. 

The  following  table  gives  in  a concise  form  the  total  number  of 
passengers  arriving  at  the  Port  and  the  number  of  these  medically 
examined.  Of  the  total  number  of  passengers  examined  only  fout 
were  refused  leave  to  land  on  medical  grounds. 
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* The  term  “ Inspection  ” relates  to  the  preliminary  inspection  of  aliens  as  they  pass  before  the  Medical  Inspector, 
f The  term  “ Medical  Examination  ” relates  to  detailed  medical  examination. 
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The  L.  & N.E  Rly.  have  put  at  my  disposal  a well  lighted  and  well 
heated  room  for  the  medical  inspection  of  aliens.  This  room  has  all  the 
facilities  one  needs,  and  includes  a bath  and  lavatory  accommodation. 

Most  of  the  medical  inspections  are  carried  out  in  this  room.  On 
the  Danish  boats,  however,  a cabin  on  board  ship  is  used  for  this 
purpose.  A nurse  is  always  present  during  the  examination  of  any 
female  Alien. 

Our  relations  with  the  Chief  Immigration  Officer  and  his  Staff  con- 
tinue to  be  of  a most  cordial  nature,  and  I have  always  found  them 
to  be  most  helpful  and  considerate. 

CLEANSING  STATION. 

The  Port  Sanitary  Authority  have  agreed  with  the  Council  of  the 
Borough  of  Harwich  whereby  they  may  have  the  use  of  their  Cleansing 
Station  for  dealing  with  verminous  persons  and  their  belongings.  This 
Cleansing  Station  has  two  rooms  and  a bath  room,  and  there  is  a Thresh 
Disinfector  in  good  working  order  attached. 

Accommodation  for  sleeping  at  the  Cleansing  Station  can  be  provided 
if  required.  It  is  within  easy  distance  of  the  Quay.  During  the  year  it 
has  not  been  necessary  to  cleanse  or  disinfect  any  person. 

RAT  DESTRUCTION. 

The  Port  Sanitary  Inspector  has  made  frequent  inspections  during 
the  year  of  all  ships  entering  the  Port  with  a view  to  the  destruction  of 
rats.  He  reports  that  all  the  ships  that  he  has  inspected  have  been  very 
free  of  rats.  No  special  measures  have  been  required  and  only  the 
“ Nipper  Break- back  ” trap  has  been  used. 

During  the  year  125  rats  have  been  caught.  It  was  not  considered 
necessary  to  have  any  of  these  rats  microscopically  or  bacteriologically 
examined. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

There  is  no  great  prevalence  of  Venereal  Disease  at  the  Port.  There 
is  a well-equipped  V.D.  Clinic  at  Ipswich  (half-an-hour’s  distance  away  by 
train),  where  infected  persons  can  attend. 

This  fact  is  advertised  by  the  distribution  of  leaflets  and  by  posting 
of  bills  in  lavatories,  etc. 


12 


Report  of  the  Chief  Food  Inspector. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Harwich  Port  Sanitary" 

Authority. 


Gentlemen. 


I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  work  done  under 
the  Foreign  Meat  and  Food  Regulations  for  the  year  1925. 

The  twelve  months  covered  by  the  Report  shows  an  increase  of  56 
ships  from  Holland,  and  a decrease  of  36  from  Denmark.  On  April  5th 
the  London  and  North-Eastern  Railway  Company  began  sailing  their 
Hook  service  seven  days  per  week  instead  of  six.  On  Aug.  6th  the 
United  Shipping  Co.  Ltd.  started  a daily  service  from  Esbjerg.  There 


has  been  298  arrivals  of  the  Train  Ferries. 

Year  1924.  1925. 

Belgian  and  Dutch  . . . . . . . . . . 916  972 

Danish 339  303 

Train  Ferries  . . . . . . . . . . . . 188  298 


The  trade  of  the  Port  has  been  maintained  in  most  cases. 

Seizures. 

The  seizures  numbered  4,359,  weighing  152,260  lbs.,  of  which  seizures 
the  Danish  numbered  515,  with  a weight  of  67,536  lbs.,  the  Dutch  and 
Belgian  (by  steamers)  3,721,  weighing  83,821  lbs.,  and  the  Train  Ferries 
123,  weighing  903  lbs. 


COMPARATIVE  TABLES  OF  IMPORTS  OF  FRESH  MEAT. 


Pigs  . . 
Calves 
Sheep 
Beef  sides 
Bacon . . 
Offal  .. 


Year 

1924. 

Dutch. 

Danish. 

54,201 

591 

67,803 

8,199 

107,824 

1,943 

11,123 

6,892 

3,986,130 

13,126 

21,668 

Year 

1925. 

Dutch. 

Danish. 

82,035 

238 

80,946 

7,093 

122,912 

416 

874 

10,863 

3,021,103 

12,097 

21,443 

Fresh  Meat. 

Dutch.  Since  1923  the  imports  of  fresh  meat  has  increased  by  : — 
Pigs  56,948,  Calves  22,105,  Sheep  32,092  carcases,  and  an  increased 
tonnage  over  1924  of  more  than  2,000  tons. 


Danish.  Beef  has  increased  3,971  sides  over  1924. 

Offal. 

Although  the  figures  show  a decrease  the  tonnage  was  considerably 
more  than  1924,  the  senders  using  crates,  the  capacity  of  which  being 
more  than  double  the  baskets  previously  used. 

Bacon. 

Owing  to  the  unsettled  conditions  of  Denmark  during  the  first  five 
months  of  1925,  through  labour  troubles,  there  has  been  a general  decrease 
in  Danish  imports,  particularly  Bacon.  From  May  18th  until  June  7th 
no  cargo  was  discharged  at  this  Port  from  Esbjerg,  the  steamers 
carrying  only  passengers.  Since  the  termination  of  the  general  strike 
on  June  7th  the  Danish  trade  has  not  yet  recovered  the  normal  weekly 
cargoes. 
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Vegetables. 

The  actual  tonnage  has  been  greater  than  previous  years,  although 
the  figures  show  a decrease.  This  is  accounted  for  by  use  of  much  larger 
cases.  On  Aug.  20th  I was  notified  by  the  H.M.  Customs  that  a French 
schooner,  s.s.  Walkyrie,  Roscoff,  had  discharged  a cargo  of  onions  which 
had  been  damaged  at  sea.  A large  quantity  had  to  be  sorted,  and  over 
11  tons  were  destroyed. 

Fruit. 

It  has  been  a very  bad  year  for  fruit,  and  shows  a drop  of  100,000 
packages. 

Poultry. 

There  has  a been  a slight  increase  in  the  quantity  received.  There 
were  no  large  consignments  during  the  Christmas  trade. 

Fish. 

The  quantity  received  varies  very  little  from  last  year.  The  quality 
has  been  exceptionally  good. 

The  other  items  of  Foodstuffs,  such  as  Margarine,  Eggs,  Sugar,  etc.,, 
have  maintained  a good  average. 

The  Train  Ferries. 

These  have  not  carried  the  quantity  of  perishables  which  might  have 
been  expected  by  this  route.  The  opening  of  the  new  abattoir  at  Zee- 
brugge  should  increase  the  trade  in  fresh  meat. 

Analytical  Examinations. 

The  result  of  the  two  samples  submitted  to  Dr.  Bernard  Dyer  was 
as  follows  : — 

(1.)  One  tin  of  fruit  sent  to  find  the  quantity  of  proof  spirit  contained. 

The  tin  contained  fruit  after  allowing  syrup  to  drain  off  10  ozs. 
Syrup  drained  from  fruit  . . . . . . . . . . 6.4  ozs. 

16.4  ozs. 

The  6.4  ounces  by  weight  of  syrup  in  one  tin  would  measure  approxi- 
mately 5.7  fluid  ounces.  100  parts  by  measure  of  the  syrup  contained 
19.7  parts  of  proof  spirit.  It  follows  that  the  syrup  drained  off  from 
one  1 lb.  tin  measuring  5.7  fluid  ounces  will  contain  1.12  ounces  of  proof 
spirit.  This  is  a very  high  percentage.  The  whole  consignment  was 
returned  by  order  of  H.M.  Customs. 

(2.)  Two  tins  of  Cherries  from  a consignment  of  25  cases  on  account 
of  “ blowing  ” and  each  tin  having  been  twice  perforated  and  closed 
with  solder. 

Result : Presence  of  active  organisms  which  retain  their  vitality  at 
blood  heat.  The  contents  had  not  been  properly  sterilized  by  heat. 
The  whole  consignment  was  destroyed  by  order  of  a Justice. 

A Summary  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  which 
came  into  operation  on  the  1st  day  of  April,  1925,  under  which  you 
appointed  me  to  act  as  Inspector  : — 


U 


Sec.  17  (1.)  Every  person  who  conveys  or  causes  to  be  conveyed  any  meat 
in  any  railway  or  other  van  or  waggon,  or  in  any  other  vehicle,  or  in  any  ship  or 
barge 

(a)  shall  cause  to  be  kept  clean  the  inside  and  covering  of  the  vehicle,  the  recep- 
tacles in  which  the  meat  is  placed,  and  such  parts  of  any  slings  used  for  un- 
loading as  come  in  contact  with  the  meat  or  its  covering, 

(2.)  A person  engaged  in  the  handling  or  transport  of  meat  : — 

(a)  Shall  not  permit  any  part  of  the  meat  to  come  into  contact  with  the  ground  ; 
and 

(b)  shall  take  such  other  precautions  as  are  reasonably  necessary  to  prevent 
the  exposure  of  the  meat  to  contamination. 

(3.)  Every  person  who  employs  a person  to  carry  meat  shall  cause  such  person 
while  so  employed  to  wear  a clean  and  washable  overall. 

The  improvements  carried  out  under  the  above  Sections  for  the 
prevention  of  foodstuffs  being  contaminated,  were  as  follows  : — 

On  the  s.s.  Cromer  and  s.s.  Felixstowe,  where  contamination  was 
likely  from  washing  water  and  urine,  bathrooms,  etc.,  have  been  pro- 
vided. 

All  trucks  are  swept  and  washed  out,  a hydrant  having  been  fixed  for 
this  purpose.  Hose  has  been  supplied  to  wash  the  Quay  after  coaling, 
etc. 


White  overalls  have  been  served  out  to  the  men  who  handle  carcases 
for  the  purpose  of  examination. 

All  meat  crates  have  a lining  of  jute  or  other  stout  fabric. 

I am  pleased  to  state  that  the  Railway  Company  have  carried  out 
any  suggestion  that  I have  made  for  prevention  of  contamination  of 
foodstuffs  without  any  demur. 

On  Oct.  1st  Mr.  R.  Adams,  second  assistant  inspector,  resigned  to  take 
up  an  appointment  as  meat  inspector  under  the  Admiralty.  During 
his  appointment  he  performed  his  duties  satisfactorily.  On  Oct.  23rd 
Mr.  S.  G.  Fisher  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Mr.  E.  K.  Lomas, 
your  assistant  inspector,  has  carried  out  his  duties  in  an  efficient  manner. 

Dr.  Ford  Porter,  the  Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  has  been  notified 
of  anything  requiring  his  attention. 

A list  of  seizures  is  appended. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  S.  BROOKES, 

Chief  Food  Inspector. 
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Number 

Received. 

82,035 

80,946 

122,912 

874 

12,097 

1,205,400 

272,442 

Nature. 

Pigs, — Carcases 

Hind-portion 

Legs 

Calves 

Sheep 

„ Legs 

Beef  Quarters 

Offals 

Sheep,  Plucks 
„ Lungs 

„ Livers 

,,  Heads 

„ Tongues 

,,  Kidneys 

,,  Cheeks 

Calves,  Plucks 
„ Lungs 

,,  Livers 

,,  Tongues 

„ Heads 

„ Sweetbreds 

, , Feet 

Pigs,  Plucks 
„ Lungs 
,,  Livers 
, , Kidneys 
,,  Heads 
,,  Flares 
Vegetables 

Tomatoes 

Onions 

Fruit 

Grapes 

Strawberries 

Bilberries 

Black  Currants 
Red  Currants 
Cherries 

Plums 

Greengages 

Lemons 
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Number 

Received. 

10.581 

1,119 

69,646 

181,037 

12,333 

83 

23 

66,377 

1,502 

24,080 

962,024 

03,167 

2.332 

1.332 
76,429 

9 

4,224 

43.259 

10 

55 

190 

4 

67 

J 2 

Nature. 

Poultry 

Geese 

Wild  Duck 
Pheasants 

Ra  bbits 

Pish 

Shrimps 

Bream 

Yeast 

Preserves 

,,  Cherries 
Plums 
,,  Apple 

,,  Meat 

,.  Fish 

Vegetab  e 

Cream 

Condensed  Milk 
Chocolate 

Butter 

Eggs 

Margarine 

Cheese 

Lard 

Jam 

Corn  Pollard 

Hams 

Tea 

Sugar 

Sausages 

B s cuits 

Rice 

Christmas  Pudding 
Wheat 

Coffee 

COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  FOODSTUFFS,  1921-1925. 
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